
UNIT 3
GLIMPSES OF NATURE

STANDARD 6
DRAFT



Samagra Shiksha, Kerala 2

STANDARD 6

DRAFT

Teacher asks the learner to form a circle.  Teacher hands over a roll of  thread to one
of the learner in the circle.  Teacher asks to hold the end of the thread and call the name
of a friend loudly.  The friend comes, collects the roll of thread and goes back to his/her
place, making a line of thread between them.

The person who has the roll of thread calls out the name of another friend as done
above and the roll of thread extends from person to person forming a beautiful pattern
(Teacher makes sure that the learner do not repeat a name).  Teacher now asks to hold
the thread a little tight making sure not to break it and asks the following questions.

· Did you enjoy the game?

· What do you have to say about the pattern?  Is it good?

SESSION  1 [1½ hrs]

Major goals of the unit :
 learners participate in communicative contexts such as responding to questions,

instructions, directions, simple stories, activities, pictures, etc using appropriate
vocabulary, idioms, etc.

 learners read and enjoy stories, prose, letters and poems.
 identify different expressions used in discourses like story, poem, letter, speech, etc.
 identify the salient features of a poster
 use prepositions meaningfully
 understand the central idea of the poem and appreciate it

Performance expectations from the learners.
 Learners write different discourses like narrative/story, conversation, speech,

poster etc.
 Learners perform roleplay on selected themes.
 Learners use prosodic features such as stress, pitch, pause, tone, etc...  in different

spoken contexts.
 Learners read-aloud and engage in shared reading of stories and poems.
 Learners develop appropriate questions based on contexts.

  Activity 1 - Passing the thread 15 Minutes

 Aim : To make the children aware of the integrity of the natural world.

Language focus : Children are able to listen to the instructions and do accordingly.

TLM : Nil
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Now the teacher calls out the names of two or three children and asks them to release
the thread for a while.

· What happened to the pattern now?

· Is it good to see now?

Teacher initiates a discussion and concludes by saying “Each and every person,
animal or thing in this world, no matter how big or small has its own role to
make this world beautiful.’’

Every person has a role. We all must make our roles perfect.

Then we can make the world beautiful.

Assessment : Identify the learners who can follow the instructions given.
Support : Teacher models the actions.

Teacher exhibits a palm printed picture of a tree .
· Do you like the picture?
· How can we draw such a picture?
· What other pictures can we draw using our palms?
Teacher divides the class into five groups.
Distributes charts to each group.
Primary colours are kept in a common place in the class.
Let each group plan and design palm printed pictures in
the given charts.
Teacher gives some hints for sharing their experiences after
the group work.
Hints for discussion:
· What is the theme of the picture?
· Who suggested this theme?

  Activity 2 - Palm printing 25 Minutes

 Aim : Encourage the learners to develop creative thinking.

Language focus : Describe things using appropriate language forms.

TLM : Tempera paint/ Crayola washable finger paint/ Handy art
washable finger paint
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· Why did you select this picture?

· What are the details included in it?

· What is your opinion about your picture?

These questions may be divided among the group members.

Let them discuss and find out answers for each question.

Each group exhibits its pictures to the whole class.

The first member should answer the first question, the next group should  answer the
second one and so on.

Using the picture teacher interacts with the children.

· We used our palm and fingers to draw the picture.

· Which one is more important? Palm or fingers?

· Which is the most important finger?

· Are all your fingers equal in size?

· Are all five fingers necessary for us?

· What would happen if one of your fingers is missing?

Teacher concludes by saying, “All the fingers have their own importance. Like
this every creature in this world also has its own importance.”

Assessment : How far is the learner able to answer the questions?

Teacher displays a chart in front of the learners.

· See, I am going to draw a picture.

(Teacher draws a small circle on the chart.)

· Can you guess what I am going to draw?

  Activity 3 - Guess the picture 5 Minutes

 Aim : Encourage the learners to develop creative thinking.

Language focus : Listen to the instructions and perform accordingly.

TLM : Chart/drawing sheet, marker
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Assessment : How far is the learner able to listen, comprehend  the instruction

and draw pictures?

Elicit responses.

Teacher writes the predictions of the learners on the BB.

Teacher draws a bigger circle at the side of the first circle.

· Is there any change in your guesses?

In this way the teacher completes the picture of a squirrel in three or four steps. At
each step teacher may interact with the learners regarding their guess work.

After completing the picture the teacher may congratulate the learners who made
the correct prediction at first. Now, let each learner draw the picture of the squirrel
using the steps shown by the teacher.

Pictures showing the steps of drawing a squirrel
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Children are grouped into two using the letters ‘M’ and ‘S’.

All ‘M’, are mountains and All ‘S’, are squirrels.

Now Mountain group go to the right side and form a circle there and find out ten
sentences about mountains. Squirrel group go to the left side of the room and form a
circle and find out ten sentences about squirrels.  Let the learners scribble it in their
notebooks.

Here is the game.

Both groups stand face to face. One member should say a sentence about mountains
and a member from the squirrel group should counter the statement by saying one
feature of squirrels.  Likewise, continue the game. Teacher should give ten points to
each correct point.

  Activity 4 - Fanfare 20 Minutes

 Aim : Make them able to express their ideas in their own words.

Language focus : Constructing sentences using their own ideas

Assessment : Ability to express in their own ideas.

· Look at the picture (Page No.75 T.B)

· What are there in the picture?

· What is the squirrel doing?

· What is the mountain doing?

· Are they friends?

· Are they quarrelling?

· What are they talking about?

Can you guess?

  Activity 5 - The Mountain and The Squirrels 30 Minutes

 Aim : Make them understand the central idea of a poem and
appreciate it.

Language focus : Analysing and appreciating a poem.
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Assessment : Ability to identify the lines and read the poem.

Three or four children predict the dialogues.

· Let’s see what they are talking.

Individual reading of the text.

Sharing ideas in five member groups using the questions given in Page No. 76 of
the T.B.

· Now, shall we listen carefully to the audio of the poem?

· Try to identify lines and words.

Eliciting lines from the learners.

Showing the lines usign LCD projector.

Learner’s Reflection

1. Which activities do I remember now?

2. Which activity/ activities did I enjoy the most? Why?

3. How did I help others today?

4. Did I feel any difficulty today in comprehending the instructions?

5. How can I solve the issues, if any?

Teacher’s Reflection

1. To what extent are my learners able to listen and comprehend my instructions?

2. What are their levels of the ability to focus on the instructions?

3. Who needs immediate support and attention?

4. What support shall I give them to improve their ability?  How?

Expected writings in student’s note books:

1. Sentences on squirrel and mountain.

Evidences of learning in the classroom:

1. Palm printing

2. Picture of a squirrel

Things that go to the port folio :
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Teacher divides the class into eight member groups.

The sentences given in the textbook ( Page No. 78-79) are written on separate strips.

Teacher distributes a set of 8 sentence strips to each group.

Teacher asks them to sequence the strips meaningfully and prepare the summary of the
poem.

· I will give you five minutes to make the strips in order.

· Let’s see, which group can arrange them in a meaningful order first.

Let the learners sit in groups and arrange the strips in the correct order.

They can give their own title to it. Appreciate the group which completes the task first.

Write the features of the squirrel and the mountain in the given column (Activity-1, page 77).

Squirrel             Mountain

Learners listen to the audio of the poem once again. Identify the similar sounding pairs
of words from the poem and write them down as pairs of words (Activity 2, page 77).

e.g. : crack – back, quarrel- squirrel, year- sphere, disgrace- place, weather- together,
prig-big, make- track, back, crack.

Can you make similar kinds of word pairs of your own?

Now, lead them to activity 3 (page 78).

  Activity 6 -  Sequencing the summary 30 Minutes

 Aim : Reading and sequencing the ideas to get a meaningful
discourse.

Language focus : Read, comprehend and construct meaningful discourses.

SESSION  2 [1½ hrs]

Assessment : Ability to sequence the sentences.
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Learners stand in a circle.

Teacher asks them to say the names of animals / birds they like and select any four
names. Learners say the names of the selected animals/birds one by one and form four
groups.

When the teacher calls out the names of animals/birds,  those who have that name
change their position, moving like that animal/bird.

They can make their sound too. Continue the game for some time.

At the end when the teacher calls out ‘Animal farm’ all the learners change their positions,
acting accordingly.

  Activity 7 - Animal Farm 10 Minutes

 Aim : Have fun and follow the instruction.

Language focus : Make the voice of animals and imitate their movements
according to the instructions of the teacher.

Assessment : How far are the learners able to follow the instructions?

Let the learners close their eyes and listen to the teacher’s narration of the story ‘The
Only Shelter’

The Only Shelter

It was raining. Trees started swaying in the wind.

The wind  began to blow strongly.

Water came up. It drowned everything.

In a corner, there stood a mango tree.

The ground around it was the only land area visible.

It rained again.

A spider began to repair its broken web between the twigs.

  Activity 8 - Guided Imagery 10 Minutes

 Aim : Listening to a story and creating a mental picture.

Language focus : Listen to an oral text and comprehend.
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Assessment : Are the learners able to comprehend the text and form mental
images?

A dove flew in.

It sat on the branch of the tree.

Then came in some parrots.

Flocks of birds came one after the other.

They all sat on the tree and started chirping.

A dog swam in. A cat followed him.

Then a goat, a rat , and a cow came swimming.

A snake crawled to the tree.

It climbed up the tree.

All the birds chirped together.

“Don’t shout…we all have only this tree.,”

the cow said in a matured voice.

That was true.

That tree was the only shelter of all living being :

Teacher asks the learners to recall the names of the birds, animals and plants that they
heard.

Teacher asks the learners to go through the story ‘The Rightful Inheritors of the Earth’
from page 80 to 82 (up to ‘What could I do?’ I wondered.)

She asks them  to write down unfamiliar words in their notebook. After reading the
text, let the learners sit in groups and share the ideas. Teacher distributes chart paper
strips and markers to the groups . They are asked to write the unfamiliar words common
to all. Teacher can ask them to write the contextual meaning of those words. Groups
can exhibit the word strips on the word wall (A blank canvas can be used as the word
wall).   Using a dictionary, let them find out the exact meaning.  Give points to the
groups which could identify the correct meaning from the context.

  Activity 9 - Word Wall 20 Minutes

 Aim : Read and comprehend the story.

Language focus : Assuming the meaning of a word from the context.
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Teacher interacts with the learners based on the first part of the story.

· ‘But then came the trespassers’ Who were the trespassers?

· Why did the author call them trespassers?

· Which words are used by the author to describe the cobra?

· ‘But where could it go’ ? Why didn’t the cobra go to some other place?

· Why did God create a variety of things in the universe?

Assessment : Are the learners able to comprehend the passage?

Teacher poses following questions.

· What will the author do to solve the issue raised by his wife?

Elicit the answers

Learners read the second part of the story silently to know what really happens .

Let them sit in groups and share the ideas they got from reading.

Interaction.

· Who were destroying the coconuts?

· The gun is a symbol of cruelty. What does the author say about guns?

· Where were the bats found in large numbers?

· Why didn’t the people allow them to kill the bats?

  Activity 10 - Reading 20 Minutes

 Aim : Read and comprehend the text.

Language focus : Analysing the text.

Assessment : Are the learners able to read and comprehend the text?

Learner’s Reflection

1. Which activities do I remember now?

2. Which activity/ activities did I enjoy the most? Why?

3. How did I help others today?

4. Did I feel any difficulty today in comprehending the instructions?

5. How can I solve the issues, if any?
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Teachers’ Reflection

1. To what extent are my learners able to listen to my instructions and comprehend ?

2. What are their levels of the ability to focus on the instructions?

3. Who needs immediate support and attention?

4. What support shall I give them to improve their ability? How?

Expected writings in learners’ notebooks:
1. Features of the squirrel and the mountain.
2. Unfamiliar words and their meanings.
Evidences of learning in the classroom:
1. Chart paper containing words and their meanings

SESSION  3
  Activity 11- Touch the wall 10 Minutes

 Aim : Comprehend the sentences

Language focus : Analyse the idea of the sentences and act accordingly.

Teacher names two opposite classroom walls as ‘TRUE’ & ‘FALSE’. Learners stand
in the middle of the room. Teacher reads some statements related to the story. Samples
are given.

1. Basheer suggested his wife to buy a gun.

2. Some people believed that bats were the souls of their ancestors.

3. Cats were the culprits who destroyed the coconuts.

When the teacher reads a false statement, all the learner should run towards the ‘False
wall’. When she reads a true sentence, they must run to the ‘True wall’. The ones who
reach the correct wall wins. Those who stay at the centre and who go to the wrong
wall will be eliminated. Continue the game till one remains as the champion. Lead the
learners to the activity given in page 84 of the Reader.

Assessment : Are the learners able to act according to the instructions given
by the teacher?
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  Activity 12 - Author’s view 10 Minutes

 Aim : Read and analyse the text.

Language focus : Learners are able to scan a given text through intensive reading.

Learners are asked to pick out sentences from the text to justify the author’s view
about the rightful inheritors of the earth (Page No. 86 - Activity 3).

Assessment : How far are the learners able to reflect the author’s view?

  Activity 13 - Roleplay 20 Minutes

 Aim : To prepare and role play  conversation relevant to the context.

Language focus : Prepare a conversation and perform roleplay.

Teacher divides the learners into pairs.

Asks them to assume the roles of the author and his wife (Basheer and Fabi Basheer).

The pairs prepare dialogues suitable to the context given in the page 85,

 Activity 1. Roleplay by pairs.

Assessment by the whole class.

Teacher’s feedback.

Assessment : How far are the learners are able to prepare dialogues and
perform the roleplay?
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  Activity 14 - Collaborative picture drawing 20 Minutes

 Aim : Prepare a poster

Language focus : Preparing catching captions in a precise manner.

Teacher distributes chart paper to each group  and asks them to draw pictures based
on the theme ‘every creature has the right to live on the earth’. Each one takes his/her
turn and completes the picture. They finalize the poster, colour it and give an attractive
look.  They can write suitable messages connected with the theme.

Presentation by groups, assessment.

Assessment : Are the learners able to design a poster?

  Activity 15 - Designers and Observers 15 Minutes

 Aim : Developing the skill of observation

Language focus : Use  appropriate expressions to specify locations.

Learners stand in two lines in equal numbers facing each other. One group is assigned
as observers and the other group as designers.  At first the observers turn back  and
the other group poses with different  objects in a particular position.
Eg: Pen in the pocket, Bangle on left hand etc.
When the teacher blows the whistle, the observer group watches the position of the
designers for 30 seconds.
Again the observers turn back. At that time the designers change the positions of the
objects.  At the next whistle, the observers identify the change in the position of objects.
(e.g : Earlier the pen was in  Shaji’s pocket, now it is in his hand.  Madhu was standing
between Febi and Ajoy. Now he is between Sujeev and Anitha.)
Scores can be given for each correct answer. In the second round the groups exchange
their roles.
If possible the teacher can form a third group to monitor the activities and give scores.
They may also make comments.
Teacher may deliberately use the structure ‘while’ during  interaction.
e.g.:Learners, the designers may change their position while the observers are turning

back.
  Let the learners complete Activity-5 (page 88).

Assessment : Are the learner able to observe and give appropriate comments?
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  Activity 16- Prepositions 15 Minutes

 Aim : Enable the learners to use prepositions.

Language focus : Enable the learners to use prepositions correctly.

Teacher initiates discussion on Activity 4 (page number 87& 88) and the learners
attempt to fill in the blanks.

Random presentation by the learners and consolidation by the teacher.

Assessment : Are the learners able to use apt prepositions in the contexts?

Learner’s Reflection

1. Which activities do I remember now?

2. Which activity/ activities did I enjoy the most? Why?

3. How did I help others today?

4. Did I feel any difficulty today in comprehending the instructions?

5. How can I solve the issues, if any?

Teacher’s Reflection

1. To what extent are my students able to listen and comprehend my instructions?

2. What are their levels of ability to focus on the instructions?

3. Who needs immediate support and attention?

4. What support shall I give them to improve their ability? How?

Expected writings in learner’s notebooks:

1. Author’s view

2. Conversation

3. Activity-5

4. Preposition activity

Evidences of learning in the classroom:

1. Collaborative picture drawing

Things that go to the port folio :
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  Activity 17 - History of the Object 20  Minutes

 Aim : Describe an object in their own words.

Language focus : Enable learner  to construct sentences to describe an object.

Let the learner sit in a circle. Each learner places an object, in the center of the circle.
Teacher asks the learners to take an object other than theirs. After finding the owner
of the object, the learner can ask five questions to the owner and collect some
information about that object. Learners may be instructed to write a short description
about the object. Some of them may be given a chance to present their descriptions.

Assessment : Are the learner able to describe an object in their own language?

  Activity 18 - Hot Seating 10 Minutes

 Aim : Enable the learners to frame questions suitable to the context.

Language focus : Learners frame ‘wh’ questions.

Teacher sits in a chair with a piece of marble in his/her hand.  She says that the
piece of marble in her hand is having a great history.  Ask the learners to ask questions
to know the history of the stone. Teacher gives answer to all questions. Learners can
ask the following questions.

· Where are you coming from?

· Who are you?

If the learners struggle to ask questions let them sit in groups and prepare questions.

Assessment : How far are the learner able to frame questions?
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  Activity 19- Reading 30 Minutes

 Aim : Enable the learners to read the story aloud with prosodic
features.

Language focus : Loud and fluent reading by the learners .

Learners read the story ‘The Book of Nature’ individually.  Teacher divides them in
pair groups. When they complete the reading, she asks the following questions to the
whole class.

· What is the author trying to tell to his daughter?

· Why did Nehru say that he cannot have a talk with his daughter?

· Why did Nehru say that Indira would read about the earth in ‘fat book’?

· What does Nehru mean by reading the book of nature?

· Pick out the sentences that show Nehru’s love for nature.

· What does Nehru mean by ‘good eyes to see and ears to hear’?

Now the teacher may read the passage with prosodic features and learners can read
after the teacher.

Assessment : Are the learners able to read, comprehend and respond to the

questions asked?

  Activity 20 - Let’s write 30 Minutes

 Aim : Write the story of pebbles

Language focus : Listen, comprehend and write the story

1. Let the learners close their eyes. Teacher narrates the ‘Story of a Pebble’ in the
class.

2. Learners stand in a circle. Teacher asks the learners to tell a sentence of the story
‘Story of a Pebble’ one by one, imagining that the pebble is telling its own story.

They can begin like this;
· Once up on a time, long long ago I was a bit of a rock . . .

3. Learners write the story of  the pebble.
· Individual writing-random presentation
· Grouping-group refinement - group presentations
· Teacher’s version
· Editing
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Learners’ Reflection
1. Which activities do I remember now?
2. Which activity/activities did I enjoy the most? Why?
3. How did I help others today?
4. Did I feel any difficulty today in comprehending the instructions?
5. How can I solve the issues, if any?
Teachers’ Reflection
1. To what extent are my learners able to listen and comprehend my instructions?
2 What are their levels of the ability to focus on the instructions?
3. Who needs immediate support and attention?
4. What support shall I give them to improve their ability? How?

SESSION  5 [1½ hrs]

  Activity 21- Editing 15 Minutes

 Aim : Edit the given passage

Language focus : Enable the learners to refine the language

Learners attempt to edit the given paragraph (Page No.93) individually.
Teacher exhibits the passage given in the textbook Page No.93 in the
classroom. Teacher edits it as a whole class activity interacting with the
children.
Teacher gives directions to assess their individual work.

Assessment : How far are the learners able to edit the passage?

Expected writings in learner’s notebooks :
1. Description of the object
2. Story of pebbles
Evidences of Learning in the classroom :
1. Edited story
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  Activity 22- Harmony of Nature 30 Minutes

 Aim : Write a speech appropriate to the context

Language focus : Identifies the features of a good speech

1. Collage making : Teacher divides the learners into groups and distributes
newspaper cuttings. Teacher can assign learners to collect newspaper cuttings
beforehand. They create a collage with a caption, which shows man, birds, animals
and trees living in harmony. Each group presents and the other groups assess.
Teacher gives necessary feedback.

2. Chain speaking : Let the learners sit in a circle. Teacher gives numbers to all
learners. Each one prepares one or two sentences in connection with the protection
of nature. Teacher can go near each child and help them in selecting the ideas.
When teacher calls out a number, the learner with the number says a sentence
loudly. Teacher lists down the sentences.

3. Let the learners watch the video of the ‘Speech by Vivekanda’. Teacher initiates
a  discussion about the features of  a speech. She may also make use of the
speeches of famous speakers like Martin Luther King, Dr. A.P.J Abdul Kalam,
Malala etc... to make the learners familiarise with the features of a speech.

4. Choral speech : Let the learners write a speech individually on conservation of
nature. After that let all of them spread in the play area. When the teacher blows
the whistle all students deliver their speech chorally using gestures, voice modulation
and facial expressions.  This will help them overcome inhibitions if any.

5. Group sharing : After the choral speech, students share their speeches in the
group. Each group refines its speech and presents in the class. Other groups
assess and give feedback. Teacher can give his/her feedback and present his/her
version. (TT  page 88).

Learner’s Reflection
1. Which activities do I remember now?

2. Which activity/ activities did I enjoy the most? Why?

3. How did I help others today?

4. Did I feel any difficulty today in comprehending the instructions?

5. How can I solve the issues, if any?
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Teacher’s Reflection
1. To what extent are my learners able to listen to my instructions and comprehend?

2. What are their levels of ability to focus on the instructions?

3. Who needs immediate support and attention?

4. What support shall I give them to improve their ability? How?

Expected writings in learners’ notebooks :
1. Edited version of the passage.

2. Speech

Evidences of learning in the classroom :

Things that go to the port folio :


